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Complex Systems and Applied Linguistics 
C o m p l e x Systems a n d A p p l i e d L i n g u i s t i c s introduces key 

concepts in complexity theory to readers concerned wi th 

language, its learning, and its use. Ihc book demonstrates th( 

applicability and usefulness ot these concepts to a range o f 

areas in applied linguistics inc luding first and second langua^ 

development, language teaching, and discourse analysis, h 

concludes wi th a chapter that discusses suitable approaches 

to research investigations. I h i s book w i l l be invaluable hir 

readers who want to understand recent developments in the 

field that draw o n complexity theory, inc luding dynamic 

systems theory, ecological approaches, and emergentism. 

Key features 

— introduction to a fast growing Held of interest across disciplii' 

— explains key constructs: chaos, complexity, dynamic 

systems, emergence, etc. 

— demonstrates applications to areas of applied linguistics 

— illustrates how complex systems t h i n k i n g can challenge 

established ideas 

—discusses implications for theory, research, and practice 
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